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Abstract

To improve the procedures of social policies concerning water saving and sustainable
water usage within the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC), this research aims to elicit and
gather stakeholders’ opinions involved in the EEC area. The data was collected by employing
policy dialogue method or group discussion, as well as using a self-assessment survey to
finalize comprehensive conclusions. Notably, there are 67 key informants as stakeholders
representing governmental agents, industrial sectors, enterprises, local communities, and
agricultural sectors from central, regional, and provincial levels (Chachoengsao, Chonburi,
and Rayong). The findings derived from the consensus among stakeholders reveal that water-
related issues in the area become necessary in preparing for droughts which tend to
insufficient water resources in the EEC area. It is necessary to build collaborations across all
sectors to enhance water saving and efficient water use. In terms of water management that
supports water saving and sustainable water usage, as well as the equitable and appropriate
allocation of water resources, however, becomes significant challenges. In addition, every
sector still lacks accurate and easily accessible forecasting outcomes of drought, as well as
water quantity data.

Most stakeholders agreed that the promotion of efficient and sustainable water usage
by rewarding or providing financial incentives for water users who can save water reaching
the governmental criteria, is appropriate to address the drought issue in the area.
Nevertheless, sustainable measures to encourage efficient and prudent water usage in the
long term should earnestly be endorsed by involvements of all sectors. Moreover, there
should be the budgetary reliance and timeframe setting to alter attitudes towards effective
water usage through fostering the Zero Waste idea, implementing Water Footprint system,
advocating smart farming, designing, and distributing water saving products. However, it is
equally imperative to rigorously enforce laws regarding the design of construction and
wastewater treatment to ensure compliance with these measures.

Upon synthesizing the processes of policy implementation that support the efficient

and sustainable water usage, as well as the holistic water management for the EEC, it is
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evident that a centralized authority should be applied as an appropriate policy framework in
the short term or initial stage. This might involve assigning responsibility to a river basin
committee in the Eastern region or the Eastern Economic Corridor Office of Thailand (EECO)
as the primarily administrative agency. Both entities possess legal support and spatial
management authority, thus fostering stability and mutual understanding among water
saving-related actors to realize their roles and boundaries in water management. However,
the centralized authorities should not imply top-down communication. Instead, the
authorized agency should act as a mediator to facilitate the participation of local
stakeholders in managing and formulating water-related policies. This authority’s
responsibility aims to engender collaborative policy networking, so called an Advocacy
Coalition Framework, responding to the stakeholders’ needs, fostering a genuine sense of

belonging among water stakeholders and users in the region.

Keywords: Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC), Water Management, Water Saving, Sustainable

Water Usage, Policy Process, Advocacy Coalition Framework, Policy Dialogue
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