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Abstract

This study seeks to develop a neutral and safe platform for the discussion and exchange
of knowledge and experience with the goal of identifying solutions to water and development

issues. Currently, social engagement is an important and sustainable process for finding joint
solutions and achieving goals cooperatively. Cooperation and co-design between the public
and government are critical for success. This study examines the Chao Phraya Delta in the
Central Plains of Thailand, which encompasses 19 provinces. To identify solutions regarding

water and development issues in the Chao Phraya Delta, the researchers undertook three main

activities: subdividing zonations in the Chao Phraya Delta, conducting a public opinion
questionnaire about the Thai government's water resources management, and Social Lab. By

analysing land use, population density and urbanization, the researchers divided the Chao

Phraya Delta into six zones: a forest and hill zone, field crop zone, paddy field zone, residential
and industrial zone, aquacultural land and coastal zone, and orchard and horticulture zone. The
results of the public opinion questionnaire showed that the National Strategy (2018-2037) and
Water Resources Master Plan provide suitable guidelines regarding Thailand's water
management. In contrast, in the public’s assessment of the government's water management, a
mean score of 2.81 was identified (full score of 5). According to Social Lab, there are four
recommendations related to water and development issues. First, it is necessary to determine

the area of the development program and identify policies that are clearly linked to the

relatedness dimension. Second, it is necessary to establish an upskilling and reskilling program
for farmers. Additionally, the central authority should be responsible for communicating water
issues, and a management plan should be established. Finally, a neutral and safe platform for

discussion and exchange should be introduced at all zone levels.
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