The New National Water Law for Improving
Water Management Problems in Thailand
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INTRODUCTION

Thailand encounters water problems annually. There are water shortages and flooding
in various areas. Currently, water becomes a limited resource. Water use still increases *
continuously for supporting population growth, economic expansion, and urbanisation. |
Therefore, water management efficiently is an essential issue for Thailand.

Thailand manages water resources which are divided into surface water and
groundwater. For the last decade, over 48 agencies manage water in a different
direction and lack connectivity. It is the cause of budget loss and disintegrated water
problem-solving.

In January 2019, the Thai government adopted the Act on Water Resources B.E.2561
(2018) to be the leading law for national water management. It is a challenging aspect
that this new national water law is expected to improve water management problems
in Thailand sustainable.




How does the new
water law can
improve problems
of water
management in
Thailand?



What are the issues of water management
in Thailand?
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How can the new water law improve the
problems of water management in
Thailand?
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How can we adapt the international policies
- or water management of other countries for
R proposing Thailand’s water management
guideline?
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PROBLEMS OF WATER MANAGEMENT

1) Water demand increases &

water use prioritization lack :
control : Equal Water

Allocation

2) Water users do not concern
about water value

3) Wastewater from the leakage
Water Quality

4) Illegal deforestation : and Water
: Resources
5) Land-use change affects Conservation

biodiversity loss



6) Building structure obstructs

water flow . > Water Crisis
Management

?) Insufficient control of water =

use

8) A conflict between water users

in the upstream and downstream — Integrated
areas — > Water

: Resources
9) Institution complexity of water = Management

administrators



CONCEPT OF WATER RESOURCE

ACT AND SENSITIVE ASPECT

EQUAL WATER
ALLOCATION

e Section ? formulates

the basic rights of
people to access
public water
rPesources.

e Chapter 4 classifies
the use of shared
water resources into
three types.

SENSITIVE ASPECT

The conflict between water
users in a different economic
sector can occur.

The explicit criteria of water
payment must be expressed.

Some businesses invest by
paying more money for using
more water.

Charging water can be the
cause of product price raise.




WATER QUALITY AND

WATER RESOURCES
CONSERVATION

e Chapter 6 focuses on SENSITIVE ASPECT

prescribing and regulating

for conserving and .
, , e The conflict between
developing public water .
government officer who uses

resources.

, the law and people who take
e Section 78 concerns the
) advantage of the area for
environmentally protected s

their livelihood.
area.

e Section 7?8 advocates
water users to preserve
the ecology in their area.
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GUIDELINE OF THAILAND’S WATER
MANAGEMENT

Water Framework Directive (WFD) is the tool that uses for finding the
guideline for water management.

Article 5 of WFD prescribes the economic analysis of water use and

the environmental impact of human activities.

Article 9 of WFD determines the cost of water service. Water price will
ensure efficient water use and contribute to the environmental objective.
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